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This Commercial Driver License (CDL) Guide

is a summary of the laws and rules that apply to all
drivers of commercial motor vehicles in Washington
State. It is not a book of laws, and should not be
used as a basis for any legal claims or actions.
Regulations put into effect by federal or state
agencies may go beyond state laws but cannot
conflict with them.

We welcome your comments and suggestions.
Send them to:

Communications and Education
Department of Licensing

1125 Washington Street SE
Olympia WA 98501

For your convenience, additional contact
information is given below.

Department of Licensing (DOL)
Website: www.dol.wa.gov

e For information about driving records,
reinstatements, and eligibility. Telephone:
(360) 902-3900

e For vehicle questions:

Prorate (IRP) .....cccceevvviennne (360) 664-1858
IFTA e, (360) 664-1858

Federal Motor Carriers Safety
Administration (FMCSA)
Telephone: (360) 753-9875
Website: www.fmcsa.dot.gov

Hours of service

Equipment

Interstate medical waivers
Federal rules and regulations

Transportation Security Administration
(TSA)

Telephone: (855) 347-8371

Website: https://universalenroll.dhs.gov

Hazmat endorsement eligibility
Threat assessments
Background checks
Fingerprints

Washington State Patrol (WSP)

Telephone: (360) 596-3800
Website: www.wsp.wa.gov

o Enforcement practices
o Weight enforcement

Washington Utilities and Transportation
Commission (WUTC)

Telephone: (360) 664-1222
Website: www.utc.wa.gov

e Authority to carry freight for hire
e Intrastate inspections

Washington State Department of
Transportation (WSDOT)

Telephone: (360) 705-7000 / (360) 705-7438

Website: wsdot.wa.gov/travel/commercial-vehicles

e Interpretation of statutes or rules

e Restricted roads or bridges

e Oversize/Overweight permits

e Construction projects

Hazardous Material National Response
Center (NRC)

Telephone: 1-(800) 424-8802

To report a hazardous material emergency

Chemical Transportation Emergency Center
(CHEMTREC)

Telephone: 1-(800) 424-9300
For technical information about physical properties
of hazardous materials

We are committed to providing equal access to our services.
For information visit dol.wa.gov/access (TDD/TTY call 711).
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Section 1
INTRODUCTION

This Section Covers

Medical Requirements

Driver Disqualifications

Other Safety Rules

International Registration Program
Nationwide CDL Rules
Washington State Laws and Rules

The Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1986
requires all states to meet the same minimum
standards for testing and licensing commercial
drivers.

This manual provides driver license testing
information for drivers who wish to have a
commercial driver license (CDL). This manual does
NOT provide information on all the federal and state
requirements needed before you can drive a
commercial motor vehicle (CMV). Contact the
Department of Licensing for additional information
(www.dol.wa.gov).

1.1. - You must have a CDL to operate:

Any single vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating
(GVWR) of 26,001 pounds or more.

A combination vehicle with a gross combination
weight rating (GCWR) of 26,001 or more pounds,
provided the GVWR of the vehicle(s) being towed is
in excess of 10,000 pounds.

A vehicle designed to transport 16 or more
passengers (including the driver).

All school buses regardless of size.

Any size vehicle which requires hazardous material
placards or is carrying material listed as a select
agent or toxin in 42 CFR part 73. Federal
regulations through the Department of Homeland
Security require a background check and
fingerprinting for the Hazardous Materials
endorsement.

To get a CDL, you must pass knowledge and skills
tests. All applicants must wait 24 hours after
passing a CDL skills test before visiting a Licensing
Service Office to have their CDL issued. This
manual will help you pass the tests, however, it is

not a substitute for a truck driver training class or
program. Formal training is the most reliable way to
learn the many special skills required for safely
driving a large commercial vehicle and becoming a
professional driver in the trucking industry. Figure
1.1 helps you determine if you need a CDL.

1.1.1. - Exemptions
The law exempts four groups of drivers from the
CDL:

Farmers transporting farm equipment, supplies, or
products to or from a farm in a farm vehicle are
exempted if the vehicle is:

Operated by a farmer or a farm employee.

Not used in the operation of a common or contract
motor carrier.

Used within 150 miles of the farm (in an air-mile
radius).

Products include Christmas trees or wood products
transported by vehicles weighing no more than forty
thousand pounds licensed gross vehicle weight.
The weight restriction applies only to Christmas
trees and wood products.

Farmers may operate vehicles that meet the
definition of a farm-exempt vehicle between the
states of Idaho and Oregon if they meet all
requirements of the farm exemption.

Firefighters and law enforcement personnel
operating emergency equipment are exempted if
they carry the certification card proving they have
completed the Emergency Vehicle Accident
Prevention (EVAP) or Emergency Vehicle Incident
Prevention (EVIP) Programs.

Recreational Vehicle (RV) operators are exempted
when driving an RV for non-commercial purposes.
This group includes:

Two-axle rental trucks.
Horse trailers.

Military commercial drivers are exempted only when
they are operating the proper military vehicles
under a military license issued by their branch of
service.
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Figure 1.1 Determining
Class of CDL Required

Note: A bus may be
Class A, B,orC
depending on whether
the GVWR is over
26,001 pounds oris a
combination vehicle.

1.1.2. — Application

To get a Washington Commercial Driver License
(CDL) or a Commercial Learners Permit (CLP) you
must:

1. Be atleast 18 years old.

2. Have a valid Washington State driver
license.

3. Provide your valid Social Security
number issued by the Social Security
Administration.

4. Provide Lawful Permanent Residency

5. Provide the names of all the states where
you have had a driver license in the last ten
years.

6. Self-certify what type of commercial
commerce you expect to operate.

7. Pass all applicable knowledge tests for the
vehicle class and type you intend to
operate.

8. Pay the proper fees. The CLP is valid for

180 days and may only be renewed one
time.

Visit dol.wa.gov for more information on CDL
knowledge, skills testing, and license issuance fees.

To get a CDL you must also successfully complete:

All required knowledge tests, including applicable
skills tests.

If you are getting your first CDL, or you have not
been commercially licensed for the last year, you
must provide proof of completing a commercial
driver training program per the mandatory training
requirements from a Washington State approved
training school or registered employer.

1.1.3. - Lawful Permanent Residency

Federal regulations requires all CLP holders, CDL
holders and applicants in the process of obtaining a
commercial license to show proof of lawful
permanent residence within the United States.

Section 1 — Introduction
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The following provides who is required to provide
proof of permanent residence:

1. All current CDL holders requiring renewal,
permit, or upgrades

All new applicants

All applicants transferring from another

state

2.
3.

Visit our website at www.dol.wa.gov for details and
acceptable documents.

1.1.4. - Non-domicile CDL

Applicants who are domiciled in a foreign country or
in a state that prohibits issuance of CDL/CLP, may
be eligible for a non-domiciled document.

Visit our website at dol.wa.gov for details and
acceptable documents.

1.2 — Commercial Learners Permit
Requirements

1.2.1 - Commercial Learners Permit

Applicants must hold a Commercial Learner’s
Permit (CLP) for a minimum of 14 days prior to
taking a skills test for the type of vehicle and
endorsements they intend to operate. This requires
drivers to successfully complete all applicable CDL
knowledge tests.

The CLP is valid for 180 days and can only be
renewed once. Banked (passed segments) skills
test scores will not be valid upon renewing a CLP.

You may add an endorsement (upgrade) to an
existing CLP by taking the applicable CDL
knowledge test(s) and obtaining a new upgraded
CLP. When upgrading a CLP, you must wait for a
minimum of 14 days prior to taking a skills test. You
may not upgrade if your CLP has expired. You may
not upgrade a CLP that has been renewed.

Beginning January 1, 2017 the CLP will no longer
be an endorsement on your base license. The CLP
will be issued as a separate document and will
contain the Class, endorsements and restrictions
the driver is entitled to operate.

1.2.2. - A CLP is required for:

Drivers testing for an original CDL.

A CDL holder upgrading their commercial
license for:

A higher commercial class

Adding any endorsements that require skills
testing:

Passenger endorsement

School bus endorsement

Tank vehicle endorsement (if vehicle
brought for skills testing is a tank vehicle)
Removing an air brake restriction
Removing a no manual transmission
restriction

Removing a no tractor-trailer CMV
restriction

Beginning January 2017 CLPs will contain the
following Endorsements and Restrictions.

Section 1 — Introduction
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CLP ENDORSEMENTS

CLP Restrictions

Endorsement Description Restriction

Description

P Passenger Endorsement P
Required for drivers of passenger
vehicles designed to carry 16 or more
passengers including the driver and

No passengers in CMV bus

Required for drivers who drive any size
of school bus. A school bus is a vehicle
regularly used to transport children to

school buses. M No Class A passenger vehicle
N No Class A and B passenger vehicle
S School Bus Endorsement L No air brake equipped CMV

and from school or in conjunction with v
school activities, which meets the
school bus specifications established
by the Office of the Superintendent of
Public Instruction.

Medical variance

N Tank Vehicle Endorsement X
Required for any commercial motor
vehicle that is designed to transport

No cargo in CMV tank vehicle

any liquid or gaseous materials within a
tank or tanks having an individual rated
capacity of more than 119 gallons and
an aggregate rated capacity of 1,000
gallons or more that is either
permanently or temporarily attached to
the vehicle or the chassis.

Intrastate only

CLP holders with a P and/or S endorsement(s) are No less than 2 years driving experience in the Class
prohibited from operating a CMV carrying of CMV being operated.

passengers, other than Federal/State auditors and
inspectors, test examiners, other trainees, and the

No less than 5 years of total driving experience.

CDL holder accompanying the CLP holder. Must occupy the seat beside the CLP for the

CLP holders with an N endorsement are prohibited
from operating any tank vehicle that previously
contained hazardous materials that has not been
purged of any residue.

When operating a commercial motor vehicle (CMV)
on any public roadway, the CLP holder must be
with another driver who has:

A CDL valid for the vehicle being driven.

purpose of giving instruction.
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CDL Issuances Before January 2017

ENDORSEMENTS
Endorsement Description
P1 Class B passenger vehicle

Required for drivers of vehicles 26,001 Ibs. or more designed to carry 16 or more passengers
including the driver.

P2 Class C passenger vehicle
Required for drivers of vehicles 26,000 Ibs. or less, designed to carry 16 or more passengers
including the driver.

S School bus endorsement
Required for drivers who drive any size of school bus. A school bus is a vehicle regularly used
to transport children to and from school or in conjunction with school activities, which meets
the school bus specifications established by the Office of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction.

T Double and triple trailers endorsement
Required for drivers pulling sets of double or triple trailers.*

N Tank vehicle endorsement
Required for any commercial motor vehicle that is designed to transport any liquid or gaseous
materials within a tank or tanks having an individual rated capacity of more than 119 gallons
and an aggregate rated capacity of 1,000 gallons or more that is either permanently or
temporarily attached to the vehicle or the chassis.

H Hazardous materials endorsement
Required for drivers of any size vehicle that is used to transport any material that requires
hazardous material placards or any quantity of a material listed as a select agent or toxin in 42
CFR 73.

X Combination of tank vehicle endorsement and hazardous materials endorsement.
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New CDL Issuances Beginning January 2017

ENDORSEMENTS
Endorsement | Description
P Passenger Endorsement

Required for drivers of passenger vehicles designed to carry 16 or more passengers including
the driver and school buses.

Note: New M & N restrictions have replaced P1 and P2 on the previous P Endorsement.

S School Bus Endorsement
Required for drivers who drive any size of school bus. A school bus is a vehicle regularly used
to transport children to and from school or in conjunction with school activities, which meets the
school bus specifications established by the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction.

T Double and Triple Trailers Endorsement
Required for drivers pulling sets of double or triple trailers*

N Tank Vehicle Endorsement
Required for any commercial motor vehicle that is designed to transport any liquid or gaseous
materials within a tank or tanks having an individual rated capacity of more than 119 gallons
and an aggregate rated capacity of 1,000 gallons or more that is either permanently or
temporarily attached to the vehicle or the chassis.

H Hazardous Materials Endorsement
Required for drivers of any size vehicle that is used to transport any material that requires
hazardous material placards or any quantity of a material listed as a select agent or toxin in 42
CFR 73.*

X Combination of tank vehicle endorsement and hazardous materials endorsement
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CDL Issuances Before January 2017

RESTRICTIONS
Restriction Description
K Air brakes restriction

Drivers of CDL vehicles with Air Brakes must pass the required tests for air brakes. Drivers
who do not pass these tests are restricted on the CDL to non-air brake vehicles.

U CDL Intrastate Only Restriction
Drivers of CDL vehicles who are restricted to driving only within Washington, either because of
medical self-certification or the driver is under the age of 21.

V CDL Medical Variance (Waiver).

New CDL Issuances Beginning January 2017

RESTRICTIONS
Restriction Description
L No Air Brake equipped CMV
Skills test taken in a vehicle not equipped with air brakes and/or air brake knowledge test not
taken.
Z No Full air brake equipped CMV
Skills test taken in a vehicle equipped with air over hydraulic brakes.
E No Manual transmission equipped CMV
Skills test taken in a vehicle equipped with an automatic transmission.
O No Tractor- trailer CMV
Skills test taken in a combination vehicle for a Group A CDL with the power unit and towed
unit connected with a pintle hook or other non-fifth wheel connection.
M No Class A passenger vehicle
Skills test taken in a Class B bus.
N No Class A and B passenger vehicle
Skills test taken in a Class C bus.
K Intrastate only
Applicant self-certified as Non-excepted Intrastate or is under 21 years old.
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New CDL Issuances Beginning January 2017
RESTRICTIONS Continued

V Medical Variance

Applicant has either a Federal or State medical waiver.

1.2.3. - Mandatory Training Requirements

Washington State requires anyone getting an
original CDL to complete minimum training
requirements per WAC 308-100-033 & 308-100-
035.

There are two ways to meet this requirement:

Complete a certified course from an approved
commercial driver training school.

In state and out of state training schools must be
approved by the Department of Licensing (DOL)
and must teach a curriculum that is equal to or
greater than specified in WAC 308-100-033.

Hours of training must meet the requirements as
outlined under state law. Complete a course of
commercial driver training by your employer.
Employers must be approved by DOL and must
teach a curriculum that is equal to or greater than
specified in WAC 308-100-035.

Visit www.dol.wa.gov for more information on
training and licensing requirements.

1.3 — Commercial Driver License Tests

1.3.1. - Knowledge Tests

You will have to take one or more knowledge tests,
depending on what class of license and what
endorsements you need. Knowledge test scores for
CLP endorsements are valid for 180 days or
through one CLP renewal cycle. Knowledge tests
for hazardous materials and doubles/triples are
valid for 180 days only. The CDL knowledge tests
include:

e The general knowledge test, taken by all
applicants.

The passenger transport test, taken by all
bus driver applicants.

The air brakes test, which you must take if
your vehicle has air brakes, including air

over hydraulic brakes.

The combination vehicles test, which is
required if you want to drive Class A
combination vehicles.

The hazardous materials test, required if
you want to haul hazardous materials as
defined in 49 CFR 383.5. In order to obtain
this endorsement you are also required to
pass a Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) background check.
The tank vehicle test, required if you want
to haul any liquid or gaseous materials in a
tank or tanks having an individual rated
capacity of more than 119 gallons and an
aggregate rated capacity of 1,000 gallons
or more that is either permanently or
temporarily attached to the vehicle or
chassis

The doubles/triples test, required if you
want to pull double or triple trailers.

The School Bus test, required if you want to
drive a school bus.

1.3.2. - Skills Tests

If you pass the required knowledge test(s), you can
take the CDL skills tests. There are three types of
general skills that will be tested: Vehicle inspection,
basic vehicle control, and on-road driving which
must be passed in this order. You must take these
tests in the type of vehicle for which you wish to be
licensed. Any vehicle that has components marked
or labeled cannot be used for the Vehicle Inspection
Test. Interpreters are prohibited during the
administration of the skills test. Skills test must be
conducted in English only.

A valid CLP is required for each skills test. Skills
test must be taken in the proper representative
vehicle for the class and endorsements you wish to
obtain. All applicants must wait 24 hours after
passing a CDL skills test to have their CDL issued.

To schedule a CDL skills test, you will need to call
the Department of Licensing CDL Skills Test
Program, Scheduling. Based on examiner
availability, DOL will determine whether your skills
test will be conducted by a state or contracted Third
Party Examiner (TPE). If testing with a DOL
examiner, you will be required to pay for your skills
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test over the phone before your test can be
scheduled. All skills test must be scheduled at a
minimum of three (3) days in advance.

Completed CDL skills test scores are valid for 180
days. You must have a CDL issued within 180 days
from the first passed skills test segment (Vehicle
Inspection).

You may be randomly selected to complete a retest
to ensure testing practices were correctly followed.
If you refuse to retest or cannot pass the retest,
your passing skills test results will be voided. If
issued a CDL, you may be disqualified until you
successfully pass. If you already hold a CDL and
are selected for a retest and do not pass on the first
try, you may be required to provide a vehicle and
pay applicable fees for additional attempts.

CDL skills test are required for each of the
following:

Adding a CDL to your license

Upgrading an existing CDL from a Class
“C” to a Class “A” or “B”

Upgrading a Class “B” to a Class “A”
Adding a passenger endorsement

Adding a school bus endorsement
Removing an “Airbrake” restriction
Removing a “No Tractor-Trailer” restriction
Removing a “No Manual Transmission”
restriction

1.3.3. - Military Skills Test Waiver. Certain Military
commercial drivers as specified in CFR 383.77,
may be waived from having to take a knowledge
and skills test when applying for a class “A” or “B”
CDL. These waivers apply to service members who
are currently licensed and who are or were
employed within the past year (twelve months) in a
military position requiring the operation of a military
motor vehicle equivalent to a commercial motor
vehicle (CMV). For more detail instructions and
information, visit www.dol.wa.gov.

1.3.4.a. - Vehicle Inspection. You will be tested to
see if you know whether your vehicle is safe to
drive. You will be asked to do a Vehicle Inspection
of your vehicle and explain to the examiner what
you would inspect and why.

1.3.4.b. - Basic Vehicle Control. You will be tested
on your skill to control the vehicle. You will be
asked to move your vehicle forward, backward, and
turn it within a defined area. These areas may be
marked with traffic lanes, cones, barriers, or

something similar. The examiner will tell you how
each control test is to be done.

Note: Trainers are not allowed on the course.
Customers are only allowed on the course while
accompanied by the examiner.

1.3.4.c - On-road Test. You will be tested on your
skill to safely drive your vehicle in a variety of traffic
situations. The situations may include left and right
turns, intersections, railroad crossings, curves, up
and down grades, single or multi-lane roads,
streets, or highways. The examiner will tell you
where to drive.

Figure 1.2 details which sections of this manual you
should study for each particular class of license and
for each endorsement.
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What Sections Should You Study?
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— w
0 0 2 | 58| ¢ 5 2 g
7 7 & o =2 ~ 3 8
> w o 58 3 & a o
5 o 5 : 5
k=l @
o [
& |1 X X X
Q
=
2
[/}
g 2 X X X X X X
@
c
Q.
<
3 X X X
4 X
5* X X X X
6 X X X
7 X
8 X
9 X X
10 X
11 X X X X X
12 X X X X X
13 X X X X X

*Study Section 5 if you plan to operate vehicles equipped with air brakes. Figure 1.2 What to Study
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1.4 — Medical Documentation
Requirements

Federal regulations require all CLP and CDL
holders to self-certify the type of commerce they
expect to operate. Drivers operating in certain types
of commerce will be required to submit a current
medical examiner’s certificate and/or any medical
variance documents that you have been issued (i.e.
Vision, Skills Performance or Diabetic waivers, or
other exemptions) to DOL to obtain a “certified”
medical status as part of your driving record.

If you are required to have a "certified” medical
status and fail to provide and keep up-to-date your
medical examiner’s certificate you become "not-
certified” and may lose your CDL.

A current medical certificate is required to operate a
commercial motor vehicle. All medical certificates
must be completed by a medical professional listed
on the National Registry of Certified Medical
Examiners.

For the purpose of complying with the new
requirements for medical certification, it is important
to know how you are using the CMV. The following
information will help you decide how to self-certify:

1.4.1. - Interstate or Intrastate Commerce

Do you, or will you, use a CDL to operate a CMV in
interstate or intrastate commerce?

1.4.1. a. - Interstate commerce is when you drive a
CMV:

e From one state to another state or a foreign
country;

Between two places within a state, but
during part of the trip, the CMV crosses into
another state or foreign country; or
Between two places within a state, but the
cargo or passengers are part of a trip that
began or will end in another state or foreign

country.

1.4.1.b. - Intrastate commerce is when:

you drive a CMV within a State and you do
not meet any of the descriptions above for

interstate commerce.

If you operate in both intrastate commerce

and interstate commerce, you must choose
interstate commerce.

1.4.2. - Inter/Intrastate Commerce: Status
Non-excepted or Excepted?

Once you decide whether you will operate in
interstate commerce or intrastate commerce, you
must decide whether you will operate (or expect to
operate) in a non-excepted or excepted status. This
decision will tell you to which of the four types of
commerce you must self-certify.

1.4.2.a - Interstate Commerce:

You operate in excepted interstate commerce when
you drive a CMV in interstate commerce only for the
following excepted activities:

e To transport school children and/or school

staff between home and school;

As Federal, State or local government
employees;

To transport human corpses or sick or
injured persons;

Fire truck or rescue vehicle drivers during
emergencies and other related activities;

Primarily in the transportation of propane
winter heating fuel when responding to an
emergency condition requiring immediate
response such as damage to a propane
gas system after a storm or flooding;

In Response to a pipeline emergency
condition requiring immediate response
such as a pipeline leak or rupture;

In custom harvesting on a farm or to
transport farm machinery and supplies
used in the custom harvesting operation to
and from a farm or to transport custom
harvested crops to storage or market;

Beekeeper in the seasonal transportation of
bees;

Controlled and operated by a farmer, but is
not a combination vehicle (power unit and
towed unit), and is used to transport
agricultural products, farm machinery or
farm supplies (no hazardous materials
placard) to and from a farm and within 150
air-miles of the farm;

As a private motor carrier of passengers for
nonbusiness purposes, or;
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e To transport migrant workers.

If you answered yes to one or more of the
above activities as the only operation in
which you drive, you operate in excepted
interstate commerce.

If you answered no to all of the above
activities, you operate in non-excepted
interstate commerce and are required to
provide a current medical examiner’s
certificate (49 CFR 391.45),commonly
referred to as a medical certificate or DOT
card, to DOL. Most CDL holders who drive
CMVs in interstate commerce are non-
excepted interstate commerce drivers.

If you operate in both excepted interstate
commerce and non-excepted interstate
commerce, you must choose non-excepted
interstate commerce to be qualified to
operate in both types of interstate
commerce.

1.4.2.b. - Intrastate Commerce:

Excepted Intrastate Commerce: Washington State
does not allow an operator of a commercial motor
vehicle (CMV) to be exempt from having a current
medical certificate.

You operate in non-excepted intrastate commerce
when you drive a CMV only in intrastate commerce
and are required to meet your Washington’s
medical certification requirements.

1.4.3. - Self-Certification Statements

When completing an application for your CDL, you
will be required to check the box next to the
statement that describes your status. You may
change your self-certification status at any time in
person at any CDL licensing office or online at
https://www.dol.wa.gov/driverslicense/cdimedicalcer
tificates.html.

1.4.3.a. - Non-excepted interstate -— | operate or
expect to operate a commercial motor vehicle that
transports cargo that originates outside Washington
State or has a final destination outside Washington
State, crosses state lines or delivers to Washington
State ports. Note: Driver must be subject to and
meet the 49 C.F.R. Part 391 qualification
requirements and is required to obtain and submit
to DOL a medical examiner’s certificate under 49
C.F.R. Sec. 391.45.

1.4.3.b. - Excepted interstate — | operate or expect
to operate a commercial motor vehicle, emergency

response or government vehicle that crosses state
lines while transporting passengers to and from
school; occasionally transporting personal property
not for compensation, for emergency deliveries; or
other operation excepted under 49 C.F.R.Secs.
390.3(f), 391.2, 391.68, or 398.3, or from all or parts
of the qualification requirements of 49 C.F.R. Part
391. Note: Driver must be subject to and meet the
49 C.F.R. Part 391 qualification requirements and is
required to obtain and submit to DOL a medical
examiner’s certificate under RCW 46.25.075.

1.4.3.c. - Non-excepted intrastate — | operate or
expect to operate a commercial motor vehicle but
never cross state lines, and the origin and final
destination of my cargo are always within the state
of Washington. Note: Driver must be subject to and
meet the 49 C.F.R. Part 391 qualification
requirements and is required to obtain and submit
to DOL a medical examiner’s certificate under RCW
46.25.075.

1.4.3.d. — Excepted intrastate — | operate or expect
to operate a commercial motor vehicle that engages
exclusively in transportation or operations excepted
from all or parts of the state driver qualification
requirements. (Not available to Washington drivers)
However, state law allows you to certify as
Excepted-Intrastate only if you wish to maintain
your CDL and do not operate. CDL holder is not
subject to and meet the 49 C.F.R. Part 391
qualification requirements and is not required to
obtain and submit to DOL a medical examiner’s
certificate under RCW 46.25.075.

Once you have completed the self-certification
process and your certification type requires you to
keep a current medical examiner’s certificate on file,
you must submit a new medical examiner’s
certificate to DOL 7—10 days before your current
certificate expires. This can be completed by
visiting a driver licensing office, by mail, by email,
uploading a copy, or by faxing a photocopy to the
program area below:

CDL Medical Unit
Department of Licensing
P.O. Box 9030

Olympia WA 98507-9030

Fax: (360) 570-4915
Email: COLMED@dol.wa.gov
Find the upload link at:

https://www.dol.wa.gov/driverslicense/cdimedicalcer
tificates.html
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Click on the “online” link in the first sentence to
upload your medical certification.

Note: The CDLMED email address is for sending
required forms for processing. For questions on
CDL self-certification or forms, contact our
Customer Service Center at (360) 902-3900.

1.4.4.a. - Intrastate Medical Waiver

Washington Intrastate Medical Waivers are issued
only to Washington State CLP or CDL holders.
Some employers require drivers to have a medical
waiver for operating company vehicles that do not
require a CDL. However, medical waivers cannot
be issued to non-commercial drivers.

If you are a licensed CLP or CDL holder and don’t
meet the federal medical standards for interstate
commerce, you can apply to DOL for an Intrastate
Medical Waiver. This waiver is:

e Valid for operation of Intrastate Commerce
only.

¢ Valid for no more than a two-year cycle.

If you need an intrastate waiver, complete a
medical waiver application available at any driver
licensing office or online at www.dol.wa.gov. Return
the following forms:

e CDL Intrastate Medical Waiver Application
e Medical Examiner Certificate

e Medical Examination Report for
Commercial Driver Fitness Determination

Forms must be fully and correctly completed.
Medical forms must be completed by authorized
medical examiners who are listed on the National
Medical Registry.

Waivers are processed within 7-10 working days
and mailed to the address of record. The waiver
may be photocopied and must be carried with your
CDL at all times when you are operating a
commercial vehicle. After obtaining an intrastate
waiver, you must get a new license that contains
the ‘V’ (medical variance) restriction. If you have
self-certified as non-excepted interstate you must
change your certification to operate the type of
commerce allowed with an intrastate waiver. Some
employers many not accept an intrastate medical
waiver.

If your medical condition improves so you meet the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
(FMCSA) standards, you may submit a new
medical examiner’s certificate to be removed from
the CDL Medical Waiver Program.

CDL Medical Unit
Department of Licensing
P.O. Box 9030

Olympia WA 98507-9030

Fax: (360)-570-4915
Email: CDLMED@dol.wa.gov

Upload at
https://www.dol.wa.gov/driverslicense/cdimedicalcer
tificates.html

Note: The CDLMED email address is for sending
required forms for processing. For questions on
CDLself-certification or forms, contact our Customer
Service Center at (360) 902-3900.

1.4.4.b. - Interstate Medical Waiver

An Interstate medical waiver is valid in all states.
Interstate medical waivers are processed by FMCSA
Medical Programs in the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration.

To apply, and for information, contact FMCSA at:
(703)-448-3094

Online at: www.fmcsa.dot.gov. Click on the link for
medical programs.

Once you have received a federal waiver, your
drive record will be updated and you must come
into a CDL licensing office and get a new CDL with
the 'V’ (medical variance) restriction. Check your
self-certification to verify if you need to change how
you are currently certified.

1.5 — CDL Disqualifications
General

You may not drive a commercial motor vehicle if
you are disqualified for any reason.

1.5.1. - Alcohol, Leaving the Scene of an Accident,
and Commission of a Felony.

It is illegal to operate a CMV if your blood alcohol
concentration (BAC) is .04% or more. If you operate
a CMV, you shall be deemed to have given your
consent to alcohol testing.

You will lose your CDL for at least one year for a
first offense for:

e Driving a CMV if your blood alcohol
concentration is .04% or higher.

e Driving a CMV under the influence of
alcohol.
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e Refusing to undergo blood alcohol testing.

e Driving a CMV while under the influence of
a controlled substance.

e Leaving the scene of an accident involving

a CMV.

e Committing a felony involving the use of a
CMV.

e Driving a CMV when the CDL is
suspended.

e Causing a fatality through negligent
operation of a CMV.

You will lose your CDL for at least three years if the
offense occurs while you are operating a CMV that
is placarded for hazardous materials.

You will lose your CDL for life for a second offense.

You will lose your CDL for life if you use a CMV to
commit a felony involving controlled substances.

You will be put out-of-service for 24 hours if you
have any detectable amount of alcohol under .04%.

1.5.2. - Serious Traffic Violations

If convicted or if you are found to have committed
two serious traffic violations within 3 years while
operating either your personal vehicle or a
commercial vehicle, you may lose your license for
60 days. A third conviction within 3 years results in
a 120-day disqualification. Serious traffic violations
include:

e Excessive speed—15 mph over posted limit.

e Reckless driving.

e Negligent driving.

e Texting while driving.

e Using a hand-held mobile phone while
driving.

e Improper lane changes.

e Driving a CMV without earning a CDL.

e Driving a CMV without a CDL in your
immediate possession.

e Driving a CMV without the proper class or
endorsement for the type of vehicle being
operated.

e Following too closely.

e Violating a state or local law relating to
motor-vehicle traffic control, other than a
parking violation arising in connection with
an accident or collision resulting in the
death of any person.

1.5.3. - Violation of Out-of-Service Orders

You will lose your CDL:

e For at least 90 days if you have committed
your first violation of an out-of-service
order.

e For at least one year if you have committed
two violations of an out-of-service order in a
10-year period.

e For atleast 3 years if you have committed
three or more violations of an out-of-service
order in a 10-year period.

1.5.4. - Railroad-highway Grade Crossing
Violations

You will lose your CDL:

1. For at least 60 days for your first violation.
For at least 120 days for your second
violation within a three-year period.

3. For at least one year for your third violation
within a three-year period.

These violations include violation of a federal, state
or local law or regulation pertaining to one of the
following six offenses at a railroad-highway grade
crossing:

For drivers who are not required to always stop,
failing to stop before reaching the crossing if the
tracks are not clear.

For drivers who are not required to always stop,
failing to slow down and check that the tracks are
clear of an approaching train.

For drivers who are always required to stop, failing
to stop before driving onto the crossing.

For all drivers failing to have sufficient space to
drive completely through the crossing without

stopping.

For all drivers failing to obey a traffic control device
or the directions of an enforcement official at the
crossing.

For all drivers failing to negotiate a crossing
because of insufficient undercarriage clearance.
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1.6 — Hazardous Material Endorsement

1.6.1. - Hazardous Materials Endorsement (HME)
Background Check and Disqualifications

If you require a hazardous materials endorsement
you will be required to submit your fingerprints and
be subject to a Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) background check.

You must pass the Hazardous Material knowledge
test prior to adding, transferring or renewing a HME
endorsement. HME endorsements are valid for 5
years. Your Washington CDL cannot expire later
than the TSA HME clearance expiration.

You should start the background check process at
least 90 days prior to your existing expiration or
before the endorsement is needed.

You will be denied or you will lose your
hazardous materials endorsement if you:

e Are not a lawful permanent resident of the
United States.

e Renounce your United States citizenship.

e Are wanted or under indictment for certain
felonies.

e Have a conviction in military or civilian court
for certain felonies.

e Have been adjudicated as a mental
defective or committed to a mental
institution.

e Are considered to pose a security threat as
determined by the Transportation Security
Administration.

For more detail instructions and information, visit
DOL.WA.GOV

If your privilege to operate your personal vehicle is
revoked, cancelled, or suspended due to alcohol,
controlled substance or felony violations, you will
lose your CDL for 1 year. If you are convicted of a
second violation in your personal vehicle or CMV
you will lose your CDL for life.

If your license to operate your personal vehicle is
revoked, cancelled, or suspended you may not
obtain a “hardship” license to operate a CMV.

1.7 — Traffic Violations

1.7.1. - Traffic Violations in Your Personal Vehicle

The Motor Carrier Safety Improvement Act (MCSIA)
of 1999 requires a CDL holder to be disqualified
from operating a commercial motor vehicle if the
CDL holder has been convicted of certain types of
moving violations in their personal vehicle.

If your privilege to operate your personal vehicle is
revoked, cancelled, or suspended due to violations
of traffic control laws (other than parking violations)
you will also lose your CDL driving privileges.

1.8 — Other CDL Rules

1.8.1. - There are other federal and state rules that
affect drivers operating CMVs in all states. Among
them are:

e You cannot have more than one license. If
you break this rule, a court may fine you up
to $5,000 or put you in jail and keep your
home state license and return any others.

¢ You must notify your employer within 30
days of conviction for any traffic violations
(except parking). This is true no matter
what type of vehicle you were driving.

e You must notify your motor vehicle
licensing agency within 30 days if you are
convicted in any other jurisdiction of any
traffic violation (except parking). This is true
no matter what type of vehicle you were
driving.

e You must notify your employer within two
business days if your license is suspended,
revoked, or canceled, or if you are
disqualified from driving.

e You must give your employer information
on all driving jobs you have held for the
past 10 years. You must do this when you
apply for a commercial driving job.

1.8.2. - No one can drive a commercial motor
vehicle without a CDL. A court may fine you up to
$5,000 or put you in jail for breaking this rule.

1.8.3. - If you have a hazardous materials
endorsement you must notify and surrender your
hazardous materials endorsement to the state that
issued your CDL within 24 hours of any conviction
or indictment in any jurisdiction, civilian or military,
for, or found not guilty by reason of insanity of a
disqualifying crime listed in 49 CFR 1572.103; who
is adjudicated as a mental defective or committed to
a mental institution as specified in 49 CFR
1572.109; or who renounces his or her U. S.
citizenship;
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1.8.4. - Your employer may not let you drive a
commercial motor vehicle if you have more than
one license or if you’re CDL is suspended or
revoked. A court may fine the employer up to
$5,000 or put him/her in jail for breaking this rule.

1.8.5. - All states are connected to one
computerized system to share information about
CDL drivers. The states will check on drivers’
accident records to be sure that drivers do not have
more than one CDL.

1.8.6. - You are not allowed to hold a mobile
telephone to conduct a voice communication or dial
a mobile telephone by pressing more than a single
button when driving.

1.8.7. - You are not allowed to send or read text
messages while driving.

1.8.8. - You must be properly restrained by a safety
belt at all times while operating a commercial motor
vehicle. The safety belt design holds the driver
securely behind the wheel during a crash, helping
the driver to control the vehicle and reduces the
chance of serious injury or death. If you do not wear
a safety belt, you are four times more likely to be
fatally injured if you are thrown from the vehicle.

Each state may have additional rules that you must
also obey.

1.9 — International Registration
Plan/international Fuel Tax Agreement

1.9.1 - If you operate a CDL required vehicle in
interstate commerce, the vehicle, with few
exceptions, is required to be registered under the
International Registration Plan (IRP) and the
International Fuel Tax Agreement (IFTA). These
federally mandated programs provide for the
equitable collection and distribution of vehicle
license fees and motor fuels taxes for vehicles
traveling throughout the 48 contiguous United
States and 10 Canadian provinces.

Under the IRP, jurisdictions must register
apportioned vehicles which includes issuing license
plates and cab cards or proper credentials,
calculate, collect and distribute IRP fees, audit
carriers for accuracy of reported distance and fees
and enforce IRP requirements.

Registrant responsibilities under the Plan include
applying for IRP registration with base jurisdiction,
providing proper documentation for registration,

paying appropriate IRP registration fees, properly
displaying registration credentials, maintaining
accurate distance records, and making records
available for jurisdiction review.

The basic concept behind IFTA is to allow a
licensee (motor carrier) to license in a base
jurisdiction for the reporting and payment of motor
fuel use taxes.

Under the IFTA, a licensee is issued one set of
credentials which will authorize operations through
all IFTA member jurisdictions. The fuel use taxes
collected pursuant to the IFTA are calculated based
on the number of miles (kilometers) traveled and
the number of gallons (liters) consumed in the
member jurisdictions. The licensee files one
quarterly tax return with the base jurisdiction by
which the licensee will report all operations through
all IFTA member jurisdictions.

It is the base jurisdiction’s responsibility to remit the
taxes collected to other member jurisdictions and to
represent the other member jurisdictions in the tax
collection process, including the performance of
audits.

An IFTA licensee must retain records to support the
information reported on the IFTA quarterly tax
return

The IRP registrant and the IFTA licensee may be
the vehicle owner or the vehicle operator.

The requirement for acquiring IRP plates for a
vehicle and IFTA license for a motor carrier is
determined by the definitions from the IRP Plan and
the IFTA for Qualified Vehicle and Qualified Motor
Vehicle:

1.9.2 - For purposes of IRP:

A Qualified Vehicle is (except as provided below)
any Power Unit that is used or intended for use in
two or more Member Jurisdictions and that is used
for the transportation of persons for hire or
designed, used, or maintained primarily for the
transportation of property, and:

e has two Axles and a Gross Vehicle Weight
or registered Gross Vehicle Weight in
excess of 26,000 pounds (11,793.401
kilograms), or;

e has three or more Axles, regardless of
weight, or;

e is used in combination, when the Gross
Vehicle Weight of such combination
exceeds 26,000 pounds (11,793.401
kilograms).
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While similar, the Qualified Motor Vehicle in IFTA
means a motor vehicle used, designed, or
maintained for transportation of persons or property
and:

Having two axles and a gross vehicle weight or
registered gross vehicle weight exceeding 26,000
pounds or 11,797 kilograms; or

Is used in combination, when the weight of such
combination exceeds 26,000 pounds or 11,797
kilograms gross vehicle or registered gross vehicle
weight. Qualified Motor Vehicle does not include
recreational vehicles.

If the vehicle you operate is registered under IRP
and you are a motor carrier licensed under IFTA,
then you are required to comply with the mandatory
record keeping requirements for operating the
vehicle. A universally accepted method of capturing
this information is through the completion of an
Individual Vehicle Distance Record (IVDR),
sometimes times referred to as a Driver Trip
Report. This document reflects the distance
traveled and fuel purchased for a vehicle that
operates interstate under apportioned (IRP)
registration and IFTA fuel tax credentials.

Although the actual format of the IVDR may vary,
the information that is required for proper record
keeping does not.

In order to satisfy the requirements for Individual
Vehicle Distance Records, these documents must
include the following information:

1.9-3. — Distance

Per Article IV of the IRP Plan:
(i) Date of trip (starting and ending)

(ii) Trip origin and destination — City and State or
Province

(iii) Route(s) of travel

(iv) Beginning and ending odometer or hubometer
reading of the trip

(v) Total distance traveled
(vi) In-durisdiction distance

(vii) Power unit number or vehicle identification
number.

1.9-4. - Fuel
Per Section P560 of the IFTA Procedures Manual:

.300 An acceptable receipt or invoice must include,
but shall not be limited to, the following:

.005 Date of purchase

.010 Seller’s name and address

.015 Number of gallons or liters purchased;

.020 Fuel type

.025 Price per gallon or liter or total amount of sale
.030 Unit number or other unique vehicle identifier
.035 Purchaser’s name

An example of an IVDR that must be completed in
its entirety for each trip can be found in Figure 1.3
below. Each individual IVDR should be filled out for
only one vehicle. The rules to follow when trying to
determine how and when to log an odometer
reading are the following:

e At the beginning of the day
e When leaving the state or province
e Atthe end of the trip/day

Not only do the trips need to be logged, but the fuel
purchases need to be documented as well. You
must obtain a receipt for all fueling and include it
with your completed IVDR.

Make sure that any trips that you enter are always
filled out in descending order and that your trips
include all state/provinces that you traveled through
on your route.

There are different routes that a driver may take,
and most of the miles may be within one state or
province. Whether or not the distance you travel is
primarily in one jurisdiction or spread among
several jurisdictions, all information for the trip must
be recorded. This includes the dates, the routes,
odometer readings and fuel purchases.

By completing this document in full and keeping all
records required by both the IRP and the IFTA, you
will have ensured that you and your company are in
compliance with all State and Provincial laws
surrounding fuel and distance record keeping
requirements.

The IVDR serves as the source document for the
calculation of fees and taxes that are payable to the
jurisdictions in which the vehicle is operated, so
these original records must be maintained for a
minimum of four years.

In addition, these records are subject to audit by the
taxing jurisdictions. Failure to maintain complete
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and accurate records could result in fines, penalties
and suspension or revocation of IRP registrations
and IFTA licenses.

For additional information on the IRP and the
requirements related to the IRP, visit
www.dol.wa.gov or IRP, Inc. the official repository
for the IRP. Additional information can be found on
the IRP, Inc. website at www.irponline.org. There is
a training video on the website home page available
in English, Spanish and French.

For additional information on IFTA and the
requirements related to IFTA, visit www.dol.wa.gov.
You will also find useful information about the
Agreement at the official repository of IFTA at
http://www.iftach.org/index.php.

Figure 1.3 Individual Vehicle Mileage & Fuel Record
(Example)

1.10 — Washington State Laws and
Rules

All commercial drivers are required to know the
state laws limiting the size and weight of vehicles
and loads. You must stop at open weigh stations for
weighing and inspection. Washington State Patrol
(WSP) Troopers, Commercial Vehicle Enforcement
Officers (CVEO), and local law enforcement officers
all have the authority to stop drivers on the road to
conduct inspections. Violations for being oversized
or overweight, for operating defective equipment, or
for lacking the proper licenses and permits can
result in citations and fines. If you ignore open
weigh stations you may be cited and fined.

1.10.1. — Length

Maximum legal length:

For school buses and other single motor vehicles,
except certain municipal transport buses, is 40 feet.

For auto stages is 46 feet and includes front and
rear bumpers.

For a single vehicle or trailer in a combination, with
or without load, is 53 feet.

For double-trailer combinations can’t exceed a total
of 61 feet for the combined length of the trailers.

For truck and trailer combinations or log truck and
stinger-steered pole trailers, with or without load,
cannot exceed an overall length of 75 feet.

The above limitations do not apply to:
Vehicles transporting poles, pipes, and machinery.

Vehicles transporting structural objects that cannot
be taken apart.

Vehicles operated by a public utility when making
emergency repairs of public services or properties.

Loads may not extend more than 15 feet behind the
center of the last axle or more than 3 feet beyond
the front bumper. Any load extending beyond the
sides or more than 4 feet beyond the rear of the
vehicle must have the extending portion marked
with either 12-inch red flags or with red lights. If
visibility is poor, red lamps and reflectors are
required. When you haul objects such as poles or
logs you must place a red light at the most
extended point of the load. This light must be a
combination light visible from the back and both
sides.

1.10.2. - Load Securement

Drivers operating any type of vehicle transporting a
load on public highways must securely fasten the
load and the load’s cover from becoming loose,
detached, or a hazard to other drivers.

Vehicles loaded with dirt, sand, or gravel which
does not maintain at least six inches of freeboard
must have a secured cover. For uncovered loads,
the six inches of freeboard shall be maintained after
the load has settled.

Any vehicle with deposits of mud, rock, or other
debris on the vehicle’s body, fenders, frame,
undercarriage, wheels, or tires shall be cleaned of
debris before driving on a paved public highway.
Proper equipment should be carried in the truck for
cleaning purposes.

1.10.3. — Width

No vehicle, with or without its load, may be more
than 8-1/2 feet—102 inches—wide. Rearview mirrors
may extend to no more than 5 inches beyond the
extreme limits of the body. All other equipment,
including all safety equipment and parts such as
door handles, door hinges, mud flaps, fender
extensions, and turn-signal brackets may reach no
more than 3 inches beyond the extreme limits of the
body.

Section 1 — Introduction

Page 1-18


http://www.iftach.org/index.php
www.dol.wa.gov
www.irponline.org
www.dol.wa.gov

1.10.4. — Height

No vehicle, including its load, may be more than 14
feet high. This limit does not apply to emergency
vehicles or utility repair equipment.

Even though you know the height of your vehicle or
load, always make sure there is enough clearance,
especially when driving in unfamiliar areas or in bad
weather. When you are approaching a tunnel or an
overpass on a new route, and there is no clearance
sign visible, safely pull off the road and check the
clearance height. Ice, snow, or road repairs may
reduce a clearance that is normally enough to pass
beneath.

1.10.5. — Weight

The allowable gross weight of a bus or truck
depends on tire size, the number of axles, and the
spacing of axles (or axle groups). No vehicle may
operate on public highways with a gross weight—
including load—that is more than 600 pounds per
inch of tire width concentrated on 1 tire. For
example, a tire size 10.00 — 22 is 10 inches wide
and may carry 6,000 pounds. Axles carrying more
than 10,000 pounds and equipped with single tires
are limited to 500 pounds per inch of tire width. For
exemptions, contact WSP Commercial Vehicle
Enforcement.

Maximum weights for commercial vehicles in
Washington are:

e 20,000 pounds on any single axle,
depending on tire size.

e 34,000 pounds on tandem axles spaced
less than 7 feet apart.

e 40,000 pounds for any single-unit vehicle
supported by 3 or more axles.

e 80,000 pounds for any combination of
vehicles.

1.10.6. — Permits

The Department of Transportation may approve
and issue permits to allow oversized and
overweight vehicles—other than school buses—to
operate on state highways. Contact the proper
county or city official for oversize and overweight
permits on county roads or city streets.

To get a special permit, you must show that:

e The only practical means of transporting
certain cargo is by motor vehicle.
e The vehicle and load are properly licensed.

e The load cannot reasonably be taken apart.

e Before a permit is issued, the application
will be reviewed to assess any possible:

e Disruption to traffic flows.

e Threat to public safety.

o Damage to the highway system.

If the application is approved, you will need to pay a
fee based on the length of the permit period and, for
overweight vehicles, the amount of weight that is
over the legal maximum.

For information on special permits, you may request
the publication: Overweight/Oversize Vehicle
Permits, from any Washington State Department of
Transportation Office or write to:

Permit Office

Maintenance and Operations Group
Transportation Building

Olympia WA 98504

1.10.7. - Tire chains

All vehicles or combinations of vehicles must carry
enough tire chains while operating in any mountain
pass or in any “chain/approved traction device
control area” designated by either the Washington
State Department of Transportation or the
Washington State Patrol. Chains must be carried on
all vehicles over 10,000 pounds (GVWR) from
November 1 to April 1 of each year or at other times
when chains are required for such vehicles.

1.10.8. - Speed limits

Unless otherwise posted, the maximum allowable
speed for trucks and buses is:

e 60 mph on interstate and Washington State
highways—70 mph for auto-stages.

e 50 mph on county roads.

e 25 mph on city and town streets.

o Posted signs showing lower limits must be
obeyed.

1.10.9. - Right lane rule

When you are driving a heavy vehicle or
combination, travel in the right lane except when
preparing to turn left or when passing another
vehicle.

1.10.10. - Left lane rule

No vehicle or combination over 10,000 pounds may
be driven in the left-hand lane of a limited access
roadway having 3 or more lanes for traffic moving in
one direction except when preparing for a left turn
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at an intersection, exit, or onto a private road or
driveway when a left turn is legally allowed.

1.10.11. - Slow vehicle rule

If you are driving a slow-moving vehicle on a two-
lane highway and five or more vehicles behind you
are delayed and unable to pass, you must pull off
the roadway at the first safe and available turnout.
A turnout may be an extended shoulder where you
can keep your present speed, or a small area off
the roadway where you can stop before returning to
the roadway.

Don’t try to pass more than one vehicle at a time
when you are driving on a two-lane highway. When
you are traveling with another truck or bus in a
convoy, leave enough space between vehicles in
the convoy for others to pull back into the lane
safely.

1.10.12. - Hours of service

All commercial drivers of private or common
carriers within the state of Washington and all
interstate commercial drivers must obey laws and
regulations governing maximum driving and on duty
time.

Hours of service rules for property-carrying drivers
are:

e You may drive a maximum of 11 hours after
10 consecutive hours off duty.

e You cannot drive beyond the 14th hour
after coming on duty, following 10
consecutive hours off duty.

e You must not drive after 60 hours on duty in
7 consecutive days.

e You must not drive after 70 hours on duty in
8 consecutive days.

A driver may restart a 7 or 8 consecutive day period
after taking 34 or more consecutive hours off duty.

Commercial drivers using the sleeper berth
provision must take at least 7consecutive hours in
the sleeper berth, plus 3 consecutive hours either in
the sleeper berth, off duty, or in any combination of
both.

Hours of service rules for passenger-carrying
drivers are:

e You must not drive more than 10 hours
following 8 consecutive hours off duty.

e You must not drive for any period after
having been on duty for 15 hours following
8 consecutive hours off duty.

e You must not drive after having been on
duty 60 hours in any 7 consecutive days.

e You must not drive after having been on
duty 70 hours in any 8 consecutive days.

e 30 minute break:
Requires a 30-minute break only when a
driver has driven for a period of 8 hours
without at least a 30-minute interruption. If
required, the break may be satisfied by any
non-driving period of 30 minutes, i.e. on-
duty, off-duty, or sleeper berth time.

It is your responsibility to record—in duplicate—every
24-hour period of duty status in a driver’s logbook.
Keep a copy of each record of duty status for the
previous 7 consecutive days. This record must be in
your possession and must be available for
inspection while on duty. Logbooks are subject to
inspection by law enforcement officials. If you have
questions about hours of service, contact:

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
(360)-753-9875

www.fmcsa.dot.gov (click on the link for hours of
service)

1.10.13. - Accident reporting

If your vehicle is involved in a collision, stop
immediately. If anyone is hurt and needs or
requests aid, help them. Exchange information with
everyone involved in the collision. If the collision
caused injury to anyone or if the damage amounts
to $1,000 or more, file a state Vehicle Collision
Report within 4 days with the municipal police, the
local sheriff, or the Washington State Patrol.

Section 1 — Introduction
Page 1-20


www.fmcsa.dot.gov







Broken leaves in a multi-leaf spring or leaves that
have shifted so they might hit a tire or other part.

Leaking shock absorbers.

Torque rod or arm, u-bolts, spring hangers, or other
axle positioning parts that are cracked, damaged, or
missing.

Air suspension systems that are damaged and/or
leaking. See Figure 2.4.

Figure 2.4

Any loose, cracked, broken, or missing frame
members.

Exhaust System Defects. A broken exhaust
system can let poison fumes into the cab or sleeper
berth. Look for:

Loose, broken, or missing exhaust pipes, mufflers,
tailpipes, or vertical stacks.

Loose, broken, or missing mounting brackets,
clamps, bolts, or nuts.

Exhaust system parts rubbing against fuel system
parts, tires, or other moving parts of vehicle.

Exhaust system parts that are leaking.

Emergency Equipment. Vehicles must be
equipped with emergency equipment. Look for:

Fire extinguisher(s).

Spare electrical fuses (unless equipped with circuit
breakers).

Warning devices for parked vehicles: three
reflective triangles or at least 6 fusees or 3 liquid
burning flares).

Cargo (Trucks). You must make sure the truck is
not overloaded and the cargo is balanced and
secured before each trip. If the cargo contains
hazardous materials, you must inspect for proper
papers and placarding.

2.1.4 — CDL Vehicle Inspection Test

In order to obtain a CDL you will be required to
pass a Vehicle inspection test. You will be tested to
see if you know whether your vehicle is safe to
drive. You will be asked to do a Vehicle inspection
of your vehicle. You must point to/touch and name
the item you are inspecting and explain to the
examiner what you would inspect and why. The
following seven-step inspection method should be
useful.

2.1.5 — Seven-step Inspection Method

Method of Inspection. You should do a Vehicle
inspection the same way each time so you will learn
all the steps and be less likely to forget something.

Approaching the Vehicle. Notice general
condition. Look for damage or vehicle leaning to
one side. Look under the vehicle for fresh all,
coolant, grease, or fuel leaks. Check the area
around the vehicle for hazards to vehicle movement
(people, other vehicles, objects, low-hanging wires,
limbs, etc.).

Vehicle Inspection Guide

Step 1: Vehicle Overview

Review Last Vehicle Inspection Report. Drivers
may have to make a vehicle inspection report in
writing each day. The motor carrier must repair any
items in the report that affect safety and certify on
the report that repairs were made or were
unnecessary. You must sign the report only if
defects were noted and certified to be repaired or
not needed to be repaired.

Step 2: Check Engine Compartment

Check That the Parking Brakes Are On and/or
Wheels Chocked.

You may have to raise the hood, tilt the cab (secure
loose things so they don't fall and break something),
or open the engine compartment door.

Check the following:
Engine oil level.
Coolant level in radiator; condition of hoses.

Power steering fluid level; hose condition (if so
equipped).
Windshield washer fluid level.

Battery fluid level, connections and tie downs
(battery may be located elsewhere)

Automatic transmission fluid level (may require
engine to be running).
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Check belts for tightness and excessive wear
(alternator, water pump, air compressor)--learn how
much "give" the belts should have when adjusted
right, and check each one.

Leaks in the engine compartment (fuel, coolant, oil,
power steering fluid, hydraulic fluid, battery fluid).

Cracked, worn electrical wiring insulation.

Lower and secure hood, cab, or engine
compartment door.

Step 3: Start Engine and Inspect Inside the Cab
Get In and Start Engine

Make sure parking brake is on.

Put gearshift in neutral (or "park" if automatic).
Start engine; listen for unusual noises.

If equipped, check the Anti-lock Braking System
(ABS) indicator lights. Light on dash should come
on and then turn off. If it stays on the ABS is not
working properly. For trailers only, if the yellow light
on the left rear of the trailer stays on, the ABS is not
working properly.

Look at the Gauges

Oil pressure. Should come up to normal within
seconds after engine is started. See Figure 2.5

Air pressure. Pressure should build from 50 to 90
psi within 3 minutes. Build air pressure to governor
cut-out (usually around 120 — 140 psi. Know your
vehicle’s requirements.

Ammeter and/or voltmeter. Should be in normal
range(s).

Coolant temperature. Should begin gradual rise to
normal operating range.

Engine oil temperature. Should begin gradual rise
to normal operating range.

Warning lights and buzzers. Oil, coolant, charging
circuit warning, and antilock brake system lights
should go out right away.

Check Condition of Controls. Check all of the
following for looseness, sticking, damage, or
improper setting:

Steering wheel.

Clutch.

Accelerator ("gas pedal").

Brake controls.

Foot brake.

Trailer brake (if vehicle has one).

Parking brake.
Retarder controls (if vehicle has them).

Transmission controls.

Interaxle differential lock (if vehicle has one).
Horn(s).

Windshield wiper/washer.

Lights.

Headlights.
Dimmer switch.
Turn signal.
Four-way flashers.

Parking, clearance, identification, marker
switch(es).

Figure 2.5

Check Mirrors and Windshield. Inspect mirrors
and windshield for cracks, dirt, illegal stickers, or
other obstructions to seeing clearly. Clean and
adjust as necessary.

Check Emergency Equipment

Check for safety equipment:

Spare electrical fuses (unless vehicle has circuit
breakers).

Three red reflective triangles, 6 fusees or 3 liquid
burning flares.

Properly charged and rated fire extinguisher.

Check for optional items such as:

Chains (where winter conditions require).

Tire changing equipment.

List of emergency phone numbers

Accident reporting kit (packet).

Check Safety Belt. Check that the safety belt is

securely mounted, adjusts; latches properly and is
not ripped or frayed.
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Canvas or tarp (if required) properly secured to
prevent tearing, billowing, or blocking of mirrors.

If oversize, all required signs (flags, lamps, and
reflectors) safely and properly mounted and all
required permits in driver's possession.

Curbside cargo compartment doors in good
condition, securely closed, latched/locked and
required security seals in place.

Right Rear

Condition of wheels and rims--no missing, bent, or
broken spacers, studs, clamps, or lugs.

Condition of tires--properly inflated, valve stems
and caps OK, no serious cuts, bulges, tread wear,
tires not rubbing each other, and nothing stuck
between them.

Tires same type, e.g., not mixed radial and bias
types.

Tires evenly matched (same sizes).
Wheel bearing/seals not leaking.
Suspension.

Condition of spring(s), spring hangers, shackles,
and u-bolts.

Axle secure.

Powered axle(s) not leaking lube (gear oil).
Condition of torque rod arms, bushings.
Condition of shock absorber(s).

If retractable axle equipped, check condition of lift
mechanism. If air powered, check for leaks.

Condition of air ride components.
Brakes.

Brake adjustment.

Condition of brake drum(s) or discs.
Condition of hoses--look for any wear due to
rubbing.

Lights and reflectors.

Side-marker lights clean, operating, and proper
color (red at rear, others amber).

Side-marker reflectors clean and proper color (red
at rear, others amber).

Rear

Lights and reflectors.

Rear clearance and identification lights clean,
operating, and proper color (red at rear).

Reflectors clean and proper color (red at rear).

Taillights clean, operating, and proper color (red at
rear).

Right rear turn signal operating, and proper color
(red, yellow, or amber at rear).

License plate(s) present, clean, and secured.

Splash guards present, not damaged, properly
fastened, not dragging on ground, or rubbing tires.

Cargo secure (trucks).
Cargo properly blocked, braced, tied, chained, etc.
Tailboards up and properly secured.

End gates free of damage, properly secured in
stake sockets.

Canvas or tarp (if required) properly secured to
prevent tearing, billowing, or blocking of either the
rearview mirrors or rear lights.

If over-length, or over-width, make sure all signs
and/or additional lights/flags are safely and properly
mounted and all required permits are in driver's
possession.

Rear doors securely closed, latched/locked.

Left Side
Check all items as done on right side, plus:

Battery(ies) (if not mounted in engine
compartment).

Battery box(es) securely mounted to vehicle.
Box has secure cover.

Battery(ies) secured against movement.
Battery(ies) not broken or leaking.

Fluid in battery(ies) at proper level (except
maintenance-free type).

Cell caps present and securely tightened (except
maintenance-free type).

Vents in cell caps free of foreign material (except
maintenance-free type).

Step 6: Check Signal Lights

Get In and Turn Off Lights

Turn off all lights.

Turn on stop lights (apply trailer hand brake or have
a helper put on the brake pedal).

Turn on left turn signal lights.
Get Out and Check Lights

Left front turn signal light clean, operating and
proper color (amber or white on signals facing the
front).

Left rear turn signal light and both stop lights clean,
operating, and proper color (red, yellow, or amber).
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These questions may be on your test. If you can’t
answer them all, re-read subsection 2.1.

2.2 — Basic Control of Your Vehicle

To drive a vehicle safely, you must be able to
control its speed and direction. Safe operation of a
commercial vehicle requires skill in:

Accelerating.
Steering.
Stopping.
Backing safely.

Fasten your seatbelt when on the road. Apply the
parking brake when you leave your vehicle.

2.2.1 — Accelerating

Don't roll back when you start. You may hit
someone behind you. If you have a manual
transmission vehicle, partly engage the clutch
before you take your right foot off the brake. Put on
the parking brake whenever necessary to keep from
rolling back. Release the parking brake only when
you have applied enough engine power to keep
from rolling back. On a tractor-trailer equipped with
a trailer brake hand valve, the hand valve can be
applied to keep from rolling back.

Speed up smoothly and gradually so the vehicle
does not jerk. Rough acceleration can cause
mechanical damage. When pulling a trailer, rough
acceleration can damage the coupling.

Speed up very gradually when traction is poor, as in
rain or snow. If you use too much power, the drive
wheels may spin. You could lose control. If the drive
wheels begin to spin, take your foot off the
accelerator.

2.2.2 - Steering

Hold the steering wheel firmly with both hands.
Your hands should be on opposite sides of the
wheel. If you hit a curb or a pothole (chuckhole), the
wheel could pull away from your hands unless you
have a firm hold.

2.2.3 — Stopping

Push the brake pedal down gradually. The amount
of brake pressure you need to stop the vehicle will
depend on the speed of the vehicle and how quickly
you need to stop. Control the pressure so the
vehicle comes to a smooth, safe stop. If you have a
manual transmission, push the clutch in when the
engine is close to idle.

2.2.4 — Backing Safely

Because you cannot see everything behind your
vehicle, backing is always dangerous. Avoid
backing whenever you can. When you park, try to
park so you will be able to pull forward when you
leave. When you have to back, here are a few
simple safety rules:

Start in the proper position.
Look at your path.

Use mirrors on both sides.
Back slowly.

Back and turn toward the driver's side whenever
possible.

Use a helper whenever possible.

These rules are discussed in turn below.

Start in the Proper Position. Put the vehicle in the
best position to allow you to back safely. This
position will depend on the type of backing to be
done.

Look at Your Path. Look at your line of travel
before you begin. Get out and walk around the
vehicle. Check your clearance to the sides and
overhead, in and near the path your vehicle will
take.

Use Mirrors on Both Sides. Check the outside
mirrors on both sides frequently. Get out of the
vehicle and check your path if you are unsure.

Back Slowly. Always back as slowly as possible.
Use the lowest reverse gear. That way you can
more easily correct any steering errors. You also
can stop quickly if necessary.

Back and Turn Toward the Driver's Side. Back to
the driver's side so that you can see better. Backing
toward the right side is very dangerous because
you can't see as well. If you back and turn toward
the driver's side, you can watch the rear of your
vehicle by looking out the side window. Use driver-
side backing--even if it means going around the
block to put your vehicle in this position. The added
safety is worth it.

Use a Helper. Use a helper when you can. There
are blind spots you can't see. That's why a helper is
important. The helper should stand near the back of
your vehicle where you can see the helper. Before
you begin backing, work out a set of hand signals
that you both understand. Agree on a signal for
"stop."
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2.3 - Shifting Gears

Correct shifting of gears is important. If you can't
get your vehicle into the right gear while driving, you
will have less control.

2.3.1 — Manual Transmissions

Basic Method for Shifting Up. Most heavy
vehicles with unsynchronized manual transmissions
require double clutching to change gears. If
equipped with a synchronized manual transmission,
double clutching is NOT required This is the basic
method:

Release accelerator, push in clutch and shift to
neutral at the same time.

Release clutch.

Let engine and gears slow down to the rpm
required for the next gear (this takes practice).

Push in clutch and shift to the higher gear at the
same time.

Release clutch and press accelerator at the same
time.

Shifting gears using double clutching requires
practice. If you remain too long in neutral, you may
have difficulty putting the vehicle into the next gear.
If so, don't try to force it. Return to neutral, release
clutch, increase engine speed to match road speed,
and try again.

Knowing When to Shift Up. There are two ways of
knowing when to shift:

Use Engine Speed (rpm). Study the driver's
manual for your vehicle and learn the operating rpom
range. Watch your tachometer, and shift up when
your engine reaches the top of the range. (Some
newer vehicles use "progressive" shifting: the rpm
at which you shift becomes higher as you move up
in the gears. Find out what's right for the vehicle
you will operate.)

Use Road Speed (mph). Learn what speeds each
gear is good for. Then, by using the speedometer,
you'll know when to shift up.

With either method, you may learn to use engine
sounds to know when to shift.
Basic Procedures for Shifting Down

Release accelerator, push in clutch, and shift to
neutral at the same time.

Release clutch.

Press accelerator, increase engine and gear speed
to the rpm required in the lower gear.

Push in clutch and shift to lower gear at the same
time.

Release clutch and press accelerator at the same
time.

Downshifting, like upshifting, requires knowing
when to shift. Use either the tachometer or the
speedometer and downshift at the right rpm or road
speed.

Special conditions where you should downshift
are:

Before Starting Down a Hill. Slow down and shift
down to a speed that you can control without using
the brakes hard. Otherwise the brakes can overheat
and lose their braking power.

Downshift before starting down the hill. Make sure
you are in a low enough gear, usually lower than
the gear required to climb the same hill.

Before Entering a Curve. Slow down to a safe
speed, and downshift to the right gear before
entering the curve. This lets you use some power
through the curve to help the vehicle be more stable
while turning. It also allows you to speed up as
soon as you are out of the curve.

2.3.2 — Multi-speed Rear Axles and Auxiliary
Transmissions

Multi-speed rear axles and auxiliary transmissions
are used on many vehicles to provide extra gears.
You usually control them by a selector knob or
switch on the gearshift lever of the main
transmission. There are many different shift
patterns. Learn the right way to shift gears in the
vehicle you will drive.

2.3.3 — Automatic Transmissions

Some vehicles have automatic transmissions. You
can select a low range to get greater engine braking
when going down grades. The lower ranges prevent
the transmission from shifting up beyond the
selected gear (unless the governor rpm is
exceeded). It is very important to use this braking
effect when going down grades.

2.3.4 — Retarders

Some vehicles have "retarders." Retarders help
slow a vehicle, reducing the need for using your
brakes. They reduce brake wear and give you
another way to slow down. There are four basic
types of retarders (exhaust, engine, hydraulic, and
electric). All retarders can be turned on or off by the
driver. On some vehicles the retarding power can
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to check it. Look for loose straps, ropes, or chains.
Watch for a flapping or ballooning tarp.

Special Situations. Special situations require more
than regular mirror checks. These are lane
changes, turns, merges, and tight maneuvers.

Lane Changes. You need to check your mirrors to
make sure no one is alongside you or about to pass
you. Check your mirrors:

Before you change lanes to make sure there is
enough room.

After you have signaled, to check that no one has
moved into your blind spot.

Right after you start the lane change, to double-
check that your path is clear.

After you complete the lane change.

Turns. In turns, check your mirrors to make sure
the rear of your vehicle will not hit anything.

Merges. When merging, use your mirrors to make
sure the gap in traffic is large enough for you to
enter safely.

Tight Maneuvers. Any time you are driving in close
quarters, check your mirrors often. Make sure you
have enough clearance.

How to Use Mirrors. Use mirrors correctly by
checking them quickly and understanding what you
see.

When you use your mirrors while driving on the
road, check quickly. Look back and forth between
the mirrors and the road ahead. Don't focus on the
mirrors for too long. Otherwise, you will travel quite
a distance without knowing what's happening
ahead.

Many large vehicles have curved (convex,
"fisheye," "spot," "bug-eye") mirrors that show a
wider area than flat mirrors. This is often helpful.
But everything appears smaller in a convex mirror
than it would if you were looking at it directly.
Things also seem farther away than they really are.
It's important to realize this and to allow for it.
Figure 2.7 shows the field of vision using a convex
mirror.

2.5 - Communicating
2.5.1 - Signal Your Intentions

Other drivers can't know what you are going to do
until you tell them.

Signaling what you intend to do is important for
safety. Here are some general rules for signaling.

Figure 2.7

Turns. There are three good rules for using turn
signals:

Signal early. Signal well before you turn. It is the
best way to keep others from trying to pass you.

Signal continuously. You need both hands on the
wheel to turn safely. Don't cancel the signal until
you have completed the turn.

Cancel your signal. Don't forget to turn off your turn
signal after you've turned (if you don't have self-
canceling signals).

Lane Changes. Put your turn signal on before
changing lanes. Change lanes slowly and smoothly.
That way a driver you didn't see may have a chance
to honk his/her horn, or avoid your vehicle.

Slowing Down. Warn drivers behind you when you
see you'll need to slow down. A few light taps on
the brake pedal -- enough to flash the brake lights --
should warn following drivers. Use the four-way
emergency flashers for times when you are driving
very slowly or are stopped. Warn other drivers in
any of the following situations:

Trouble Ahead. The size of your vehicle may make
it hard for drivers behind you to see hazards ahead.
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If you see a hazard that will require slowing down,

warn the drivers behind by flashing your brake If you must stop on or by a one-way or divided
lights. highway, place warning devices 10 feet, 100 feet,
and 200 feet toward the approaching traffic. See

Tight Turns. Most car drivers don't know how .
Figure 2.8.

slowly you have to go to make a tight turn in a large
vehicle. Give drivers behind you warning by braking
early and slowing gradually.

Stopping on the Road. Truck and bus drivers
sometimes stop in the roadway to unload cargo or
passengers, or to stop at a railroad crossing. Warn
following drivers by flashing your brake lights. Don't
stop suddenly.

Driving Slowly. Drivers often do not realize how
fast they are catching up to a slow vehicle until they
are very close. If you must drive slowly, alert
following drivers by turning on your emergency
flashers if it is legal. (Laws regarding the use of
flashers differ from one state to another. Check the
laws of the states where you will drive.)

Don't Direct Traffic. Some drivers try to help out
others by signaling when it is safe to pass. You
should not do this. You could cause an accident.
You could be blamed and it could cost you many
thousands of dollars.

2.5.2 - Communicating Your Presence

Other drivers may not notice your vehicle even
when it's in plain sight. To help prevent accidents,
let them know you're there.

When Passing. Whenever you are about to pass a
vehicle, pedestrian, or bicyclist, assume they don't
see you. They could suddenly move in front of you.
When it is legal, tap the horn lightly or, at night,
flash your lights from low to high beam and back.
And, drive carefully enough to avoid a crash even if
they don't see or hear you.

When It's Hard to See. At dawn, dusk, in rain, or
snow, you need to make yourself easier to see. If
you are having trouble seeing other vehicles, other
drivers will have trouble seeing you. Turn on your
lights. Use the headlights, not just the identification
or clearance lights. Use the low beams; high beams
can bother people in the daytime as well as at night.

When Parked at the Side of the Road. When you Figure 2.8
pull off the road and stop, be sure to turn on the
four-way emergency flashers. This is important at
night.

Don't trust the taillights to give warning. Drivers
have crashed into the rear of a parked vehicle
because they thought it was moving normally.

If you must stop on a road or the shoulder of any
road, you must put out your emergency warning
devices within ten minutes. Place your warning
devices at the following locations:
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If you stop on a two-lane road carrying traffic in both
directions or on an undivided highway, place
warning devices within 10 feet of the front or rear
corners to mark the location of the vehicle and 100
feet behind and ahead of the vehicle, on the
shoulder or in the lane you stopped in. See Figure
2.9.

Figure 2.9

Back beyond any hill, curve, or other obstruction
that prevents other drivers from seeing the vehicle
within 500 feet. If line of sight view is obstructed
due to hill or curve, move the rear-most triangle to
a point back down the road so warning is provided.
See Figure 2.10.

Figure 2.10

When putting out the triangles, hold them between
yourself and the oncoming traffic for your own
safety. (So other drivers can see you.)

Use Your Horn When Needed. Your horn can let
others know you're there. It can help to avoid a
crash. Use your horn when needed. However, it can
startle others and could be dangerous when used
unnecessarily.

2.6 — Controlling Speed

Driving too fast is a major cause of fatal crashes.
You must adjust your speed depending on driving
conditions. These include traction, curves, visibility,
traffic and hills.

2.6.1 — Stopping Distance

Perception Distance + Reaction Distance + Braking
Distance = Total Stopping Distance

Perception distance. The distance your vehicle
travels, in ideal conditions; from the time your eyes
see a hazard until your brain recognizes it. Keep in
mind certain mental and physical conditions can
affect your perception distance. It can be affected
greatly depending on visibility and the hazard itself.

Section 2 - Driving Safely

Page 2-13



The average perception time for an alert driver is
1% seconds. At 55 mph this accounts for 142 feet
traveled.

Reaction distance. The distance you will continue
to travel, in ideal conditions; before you physically
hit the brakes, in response to a hazard seen ahead.
The average driver has a reaction time of % second
to 1 second. At 55 mph this accounts for 61 feet
traveled.

Braking distance. The distance your vehicle will
travel, in ideal conditions; while you are braking. At
55 mph on dry pavement with good brakes, it can
take about 216 feet.

Total stopping distance. The total minimum
distance your vehicle has traveled, in ideal
conditions; with everything considered, including
perception distance, reaction distance and braking
distance, until you can bring your vehicle to a
complete stop. At 55 mph, your vehicle will travel a
minimum of 419 feet. See Figure 2.11.

Figure 2.11

The Effect of Speed on Stopping Distance.

The faster you drive, the greater the impact or
striking power of your vehicle. When you double
your speed from 20 to 40 mph the impact is 4 times
greater. The braking distance is also 4 times
longer. Triple the speed from 20 to 60 mph and the
impact and braking distance is 9 times greater. At
60 mph, your stopping distance is greater than the
length of a football field. Increase the speed to 80
mph and the impact and braking distance are 16
times greater than at 20 mph. High speeds greatly
increase the severity of crashes and stopping
distances. By slowing down, you can reduce
braking distance.

The Effect of Vehicle Weight on Stopping
Distance. The heavier the vehicle, the more work
the brakes must do to stop it, and the more heat
they absorb. But the brakes, tires, springs, and
shock absorbers on heavy vehicles are designed to
work best when the vehicle is fully loaded. Empty
trucks require greater stopping distances because
an empty vehicle has less traction.

2.6.2 — Matching Speed to the Road Surface

You can't steer or brake a vehicle unless you have
traction. Traction is friction between the tires and
the road. There are some road conditions that
reduce traction and call for lower speeds.

Slippery Surfaces. It will take longer to stop, and it
will be harder to turn without skidding, when the
road is slippery. Wet roads can double stopping
distance. You must drive slower to be able to stop
in the same distance as on a dry road. Reduce
speed by about one-third (e.g., slow from 55 to
about 35 mph) on a wet road. On packed snow,
reduce speed by a half, or more. If the surface is
icy, reduce speed to a crawl and stop driving as
soon as you can safely do so.

Identifying Slippery Surfaces. Sometimes it's
hard to know if the road is slippery. Here are some
signs of slippery roads:

Shaded Areas. Shady parts of the road will remain
icy and slippery long after open areas have melted.

Bridges. When the temperature drops, bridges will
freeze before the road will. Be especially careful
when the temperature is close to 32 degrees
Fahrenheit.

Melting Ice. Slight melting will make ice wet. Wet
ice is much more slippery than ice that is not wet.

Black Ice. Black ice is a thin layer that is clear
enough that you can see the road underneath it. It
makes the road look wet. Any time the temperature
is below freezing and the road looks wet, watch out
for black ice.

Vehicle Icing. An easy way to check for ice is to
open the window and feel the front of the mirror,
mirror support, or antenna. If there's ice on these,
the road surface is probably starting to ice up.

Just After Rain Begins. Right after it starts to rain,
the water mixes with oil left on the road by vehicles.
This makes the road very slippery. If the rain
continues, it will wash the oil away.

Hydroplaning. In some weather, water or slush
collects on the road. When this happens, your
vehicle can hydroplane. It's like water skiing--the
tires lose their contact with the road and have little
or no traction. You may not be able to steer or
brake. You can regain control by releasing the

Section 2 - Driving Safely
Page 2-14









lane if you can. Going uphill, you should not pass
another slow vehicle unless you can get around
quickly and safely.

Dealing with Tailgaters Safely. In a large vehicle,
it's often hard to see whether a vehicle is close
behind you. You may be tailgated:

When you are traveling slowly. Drivers trapped
behind slow vehicles often follow closely.

In bad weather. Many car drivers follow large
vehicles closely during bad weather, especially
when it is hard to see the road ahead.

If you find yourself being tailgated, here are some
things you can do to reduce the chances of a crash:

Avoid quick changes. If you have to slow down or
turn, signal early, and reduce speed very gradually.

Increase your following distance. Opening up
room in front of you will help you to avoid having to
make sudden speed or direction changes. It also
makes it easier for the tailgater to get around you.

Don't speed up. It's safer to be tailgated at a low
speed than a high speed.

Avoid tricks. Don't turn on your taillights or flash
your brake lights. Follow the suggestions above.

2.7.3 — Space to the Sides

Commercial vehicles are often wide and take up
most of a lane. Safe drivers will manage what little
space they have. You can do this by keeping your
vehicle centered in your lane, and avoid driving
alongside others.

Staying Centered in a Lane. You need to keep
your vehicle centered in the lane to keep safe
clearance on either side. If your vehicle is wide, you
have little room to spare.

Traveling Next to Others. There are two dangers
in traveling alongside other vehicles:

Another driver may change lanes suddenly and turn
into you.

You may be trapped when you need to change
lanes.

Find an open spot where you aren't near other
traffic. When traffic is heavy, it may be hard to find
an open spot. If you must travel near other vehicles,
try to keep as much space as possible between you
and them. Also, drop back or pull forward so that
you are sure the other driver can see you.

Strong Winds. Strong winds make it difficult to stay
in your lane. The problem is usually worse for
lighter vehicles. This problem can be especially bad
coming out of tunnels. Don't drive alongside others
if you can avoid it.

2.7.4 — Space Overhead

Hitting overhead objects is a danger. Make sure
you always have overhead clearance.

Don't assume that the heights posted at bridges
and overpasses are correct. Re-paving or packed
snow may have reduced the clearances since the
heights were posted.

The weight of a cargo van changes its height. An
empty van is higher than a loaded one. That you
got under a bridge when you were loaded does not
mean that you can do it when you are empty.

If you doubt you have safe space to pass under an
object, go slowly. If you aren't sure you can make it,
take another route. Warnings are often posted on
low bridges or underpasses, but sometimes they
are not.

Some roads can cause a vehicle to tilt. There can
be a problem clearing objects along the edge of the
road, such as signs, trees, or bridge supports.
Where this is a problem, drive a little closer to the
center of the road.

Before you back into an area, get out and check for
overhanging objects such as trees, branches, or
electric wires. It's easy to miss seeing them while
you are backing. (Also check for other hazards at
the same time.)

2.7.5 - Space Below

Many drivers forget about the space under their
vehicles. That space can be very small when a
vehicle is heavily loaded. This is often a problem on
dirt roads and in unpaved yards. Don't take a
chance on getting hung up. Drainage channels
across roads can cause the ends of some vehicles
to drag. Cross such depressions carefully.

Railroad tracks can also cause problems,
particularly when pulling trailers with a low
underneath clearance. Don’t take a chance on
getting hung up halfway across.

2.7.6 — Space for Turns

The space around a truck or bus is important in
turns. Because of wide turning and off-tracking,
large vehicles can hit other vehicles or objects
during turns.

Right Turns. Here are some rules to help prevent
right-turn crashes:

Turn slowly to give yourself and others more time to
avoid problems.

If you are driving a truck or bus that cannot make
the right turn without swinging into another lane,
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turn wide as you complete the turn. Keep the rear of
your vehicle close to the curb. This will stop other
drivers from passing you on the right.

Don't turn wide to the left as you start the turn. A
following driver may think you are turning left and
try to pass you on the right. You may crash into the
other vehicle as you complete your turn.

If you must cross into the oncoming lane to make a
turn, watch out for vehicles coming toward you.
Give them room to go by or to stop. However, don't
back up for them, because you might hit someone
behind you. See Figure 2.13.

Figure 2.13

Left Turns. On a left turn, make sure you have
reached the center of the intersection before you
start the left turn. If you turn too soon, the left side
of your vehicle may hit another vehicle because of
off-tracking.

If there are two turning lanes, always take the right
turn lane. Don't start in the inside lane because you
may have to swing right to make the turn. Drivers
on your left can be more readily seen. See Figure
2.14.

Figure 2.14

2.7.7 — Space Needed to Cross or Enter Traffic

Be aware of the size and weight of your vehicle
when you cross or enter traffic. Here are some
important things to keep in mind.

Because of slow acceleration and the space large
vehicles require, you may need a much larger gap
to enter traffic than you would in a car.

Acceleration varies with the load. Allow more room
if your vehicle is heavily loaded.

Before you start across a road, make sure you can
get all the way across before traffic reaches you.

2.8 — Seeing Hazards

2.8.1 — Importance of Seeing Hazards

What Is a Hazard? A hazard is any road condition
or other road user (driver, bicyclist, pedestrian) that
is a possible danger. For example, a car in front of
you is headed toward the freeway exit, but his
brake lights come on and he begins braking hard.
This could mean that the driver is uncertain about
taking the off ramp. He might suddenly return to the
highway. This car is a hazard. If the driver of the car
cuts in front of you, it is no longer just a hazard; it is
an emergency.

Seeing Hazards Lets You Be Prepared. You will
have more time to act if you see hazards before
they become emergencies. In the example above,
you might make a lane change or slow down to
prevent a crash if the car suddenly cuts in front of
you. Seeing this hazard gives you time to check
your mirrors and signal a lane change. Being
prepared reduces the danger. A driver who did not
see the hazard until the slow car pulled back on the
highway in front of him would have to do something
very suddenly. Sudden braking or a quick lane
change is much more likely to lead to a crash.

Learning to See Hazards. There are often clues
that will help you see hazards. The more you drive,
the better you can learn to see hazards. This
section will talk about hazards that you should be
aware of.

2.8.2 — Hazardous Roads

[Move-Over Laws]

[The incidents of law enforcement officers,
emergency medical services, fire department
personnel and people working on the road are
being struck while performing duties at the roadside
are increasing at a frightening pace. To lessen the
problem, move-over laws have been enacted,
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which require drivers to slow and change lanes
when approaching a roadside incident or
emergency vehicle. Signs are posted on roadways
in states that have such laws].

[When approaching an authorized emergency
vehicle stopped on the roadside or a work zone,
you should proceed with caution by slowing and
yielding the right-of-way by making a lane change
into a lane not next to that of the authorized
emergency vehicle or work zone if safety and traffic
conditions permit. If a lane change is unsafe, slow
down and proceed with caution while maintaining a
safe speed for traffic conditions].

Slow down and be very careful if you see any of the
following road hazards.

Work Zones. When people are working on the
road, it is a hazard. There may be narrower lanes,
sharp turns, or uneven surfaces. Other drivers are
often distracted and drive unsafely. Workers and
construction vehicles may get in the way. Drive
slowly and carefully near work zones. Use your
four-way flashers or brake lights to warn drivers
behind you.

Drop Off. Sometimes the pavement drops off
sharply near the edge of the road. Driving too near
the edge can tilt your vehicle toward the side of the
road. This can cause the top of your vehicle to hit
roadside objects (signs, tree limbs). Also, it can be
hard to steer as you cross the drop off, going off the
road, or coming back on.

Foreign Objects. Things that have fallen on the
road can be hazards. They can be a danger to your
tires and wheel rims. They can damage electrical
and brake lines. They can be caught between dual
tires and cause severe damage. Some obstacles
that appear to be harmless can be very dangerous.
For example, cardboard boxes may be empty, but
they may also contain some solid or heavy material
capable of causing damage. The same is true of
paper and cloth sacks. It is important to remain alert
for objects of all sorts, so you can see them early
enough to avoid them without making sudden,
unsafe moves.

Off Ramps/On Ramps. Freeway and turnpike exits
can be particularly dangerous for commercial
vehicles. Off ramps and on ramps often have speed
limit signs posted. Remember, these speeds may
be safe for automobiles, but may not be safe for
larger vehicles or heavily loaded vehicles. Exits that
go downhill and turn at the same time can be
especially dangerous. The downgrade makes it
difficult to reduce speed. Braking and turning at the
same time can be a dangerous practice. Make sure
you are going slowly enough before you get on the
curved part of an off ramp or on ramp.

2.8.3 — Drivers Who Are Hazards

In order to protect yourself and others, you must
know when other drivers may do something
hazardous. Some clues to this type of hazard are
discussed below.

Blocked Vision. People who can't see others are a
very dangerous hazard. Be alert f